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Lessons from the Floor:  

A Reflection on Purpose and Spiritual Growth 
 

Inspiration can often strike in the most unexpected places. For me, it was during a seemingly 

ordinary walk through a shopping mall.  

 

Amid the hustle and bustle of shoppers, my attention was drawn to something that most of us 

take for granted—the floor tiles beneath our feet.  

 

What began as a simple observation soon turned into a profound spiritual revelation, offering 

insights into life, purpose, and faith.  

 

This teaching aims to share these reflections and their connection to biblical teachings, with the 

hope of providing spiritual nourishment and encouragement. 

 

The Origin of This Teaching 

 

The origin of this teaching was a moment of stillness amidst the busyness of a mall. It was there 

that I sensed God speaking to me through something as mundane as floor tiles.  

 

This experience reminded me that God often uses the ordinary to reveal extraordinary truths. As 

a believer, I trust in God's creativity and His ability to communicate with us in diverse ways. Just 

as He is the Creator, we too, made in His image, possess creative abilities that can be used for 

His glory. 

 

This teaching serves to inspire creativity in how we share and live out God's Word. It is 

especially relevant for parents seeking innovative ways to impart spiritual truths to their children, 

for those battling boredom, and for anyone desiring to make their faith journey more enjoyable 

and enriching. 

 

Observations from the Floor Tiles 

 

As I walked and pondered, I began to notice specific characteristics of the floor tiles that carried 

spiritual significance: 

 

1. Each Tile Has Its Place: Every tile was carefully placed by someone with authority, fitting 

perfectly into a larger design. Similarly, each of us has a unique place in God's kingdom. As 1 

Corinthians 12:18-19 states, "But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body 

just as He pleased." We are not here by accident; we have been intentionally placed by God for a 

specific purpose. 

 

2. Purpose and Design: Each tile served a purpose—supporting those who walked on it, 

contributing to the overall functionality and beauty of the floor. Likewise, Romans 8:28 reminds 

us that we are "called according to His purpose." Our lives are not random; they are part of God's 

divine plan. 
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3. Harmony Without Complaint: The tiles worked together seamlessly, without overlapping or 

disrupting each other. They fulfilled their roles without complaint or conflict. This serves as a 

reminder for us to live in harmony with one another, as encouraged in Romans 12:16: "Live in 

harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; never be conceited." 

 

4. Endurance Through Wear and Tear: Despite being walked on daily, enduring wear and tear, 

the tiles continued to fulfill their purpose. They bore the weight of others, endured dirt and 

damage, yet remained steadfast. This resilience mirrors the Christian call to endure trials and 

tribulations. As Galatians 6:9 says, "Let us not grow weary in well-doing, for in due season we 

shall reap if we do not lose heart." 

 

Spiritual Lessons from the Tiles 

 

The observations about the floor tiles led me to deeper realizations about our roles as 

believers: 

 

1. God is Our Designer: Just as an architect carefully plans and places each tile, God has 

designed and positioned us in His grand plan. Hebrews 11:10 refers to God as the "Architect and 

Builder" of all things. We are His workmanship, created for good works (Ephesians 2:10). 

 

2. Contentment in Our Placement: The tiles seemed content in their assigned places, fulfilling 

their roles without complaint or envy. This challenges us to embrace contentment, even when we 

don't fully understand God's plans for us. As 1 Timothy 6:8 states, "If we have food and 

clothing, we will be content with that." 

 

3. Patience and Endurance: The tiles exhibited patience and endurance as they bore the weight 

of daily use without faltering. Similarly, we are called to endure challenges with patience, 

trusting that God is working all things for our good (Romans 8:28). As Galatians 6:9 

encourages, "Let us not grow weary in well-doing." 

 

4. Harmony and Unity: The seamless alignment of the tiles symbolizes the unity that should 

exist within the body of Christ. Each member has a unique role but works together toward a 

common purpose (1 Corinthians 12:12). Living in harmony glorifies God and reflects His 

divine design. 

 

5. Suffering with Purpose: The tiles endured suffering, being walked on, marked up, and even 

damaged—but they continued to serve their purpose. As believers in Christ, we are called to 

endure suffering for Christ's sake, knowing that it refines our faith and brings glory to God (1 

Peter 1:6-7). 
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Becoming Spiritual Janitors 

 

Just as janitors maintain the cleanliness and functionality of floors, we are called to be "spiritual 

janitors" in our own lives: 

 

- Scrape Away What Doesn't Belong: Remove sin and distractions through repentance. 

- Replace What is Broken: Seek restoration in areas where we have fallen short. 

- Maintain Cleanliness: Strive for holiness and purity in thought and action. 

- Create a Safe Environment: Foster an atmosphere of love and peace in our homes and 

communities. 

- Reflect God's Glory: Live lives that honor God and draw others to Him. 

 

Character Qualities Inspired by the Tiles 

 

This simple observation also highlighted several character qualities vital for spiritual growth: 

 

1. Alertness: Being aware of our surroundings allows us to discern God's voice and respond 

appropriately (Mark 14:38). 

 

2. Contentment: Trusting that God has provided everything we need for our current 

circumstances (1 Timothy 6:8). 

 

3. Patience: Accepting difficult situations without imposing our own timelines on God  

(Romans 5:3-4; James 1:2-4). 

 

4. Endurance: Developing inner strength to withstand challenges and fulfill God's purposes 

(Galatians 6:9). 

 

A Call to Action 

 

As I concluded my walk through the mall, I realized how much wisdom can be gleaned from 

even the most ordinary aspects of life when viewed through a spiritual lens.  

 

The floor tiles became a metaphor for our lives as believers—designed by God, placed with 

purpose, called to endure challenges, live in harmony, and reflect His glory. 

 

Let us take these lessons to heart and apply them in our daily lives. May we embrace our God-

given roles with contentment, work together in unity, endure trials with patience, and commit 

ourselves to being spiritual janitors who maintain a life that glorifies our Creator. 

 

In doing so, we fulfill our purpose as members of God's kingdom—each a unique piece 

contributing to His magnificent design. 
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Let us pray: 

 

"Father, thank You for Your divine wisdom and creativity in designing each one of us with a 

purpose. Help us to trust Your plans, embrace contentment, practice patience, and endure 

challenges with faith.  

 

May our lives reflect Your glory as we work together in harmony to fulfill Your will on earth. 

Lead us by Your Holy Spirit into all truth and help us apply what we have learned today. In Jesus' 

name, Amen."  

 

Click here. Original source. 

https://www.surefootedmin.org/More/StartFromScratch/NewTeachingSeriesTeachingasIgoPart1

